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FRIENDS OF THE POOR® Grant
“CONFERENCE” APPLICATION 

(Revised 8-3-2020)
Region East
Name of Conference: Saint Faustina Conference St Vincent DePaul Society
Address of Conference: P.O. Box 1574     Spotsylvania, VA    22553
Contact Name for This Application:        Mr. David Scharett                    

Contact Phone Number: (540)-388-8736
Contact E-mail Address:  2wcsctr9@gmail.com
Grant Amount Requested: $5,000.00
Conference IRS 501(c)(3) EIN Number:   26-1277759

Conference Aggregation Date: June 10, 2009
Bylaws: State the year & version approved by the Board of Directors: 2008------Resolution
Signature of District/Diocesan Council President:           Paul Korkemaz,   President SVDP Arlington Diocese Council                                                                
I hereby certify that the above Conference is in “good standing in accordance to the operation of a SVdP Council as defined by the RULE. An email showing the President has seen and approved of submission is acceptable. Please note name of President on signature line.
Date:       November 15, 2020                                                 

Email to: grants@svdpusa.org 
If funded, you must agree to submit a Grant Report Form disclosing a detailed financial accounting of all grant funds within 6 months. The National Council Grant Reporting Form must be used. Impact numbers and a success story are required.
Please use the application form to type the required information on the lines and type your project narrative under the outlined items. The application can be saved using your Conference name and easily emailed to grants@svdpusa.org as one document. 
PROJECT NARRATIVE REQUIREMENTS: You can type your narrative directly on this form, it will expand. Please limit your application to a total of 3 pages.
The following items must be included in your application. Please type your project narrative under the outlined items below. Your project narrative should be unique to your specific Conference.
A. Describe the service area of your Conference. Explain the facts surrounding the current conditions of the community (diversity makeup, poverty stats, special needs, increase in the number of calls…)
The Saint Faustina Conference, shared by two Parishes, St Matthew and St Patrick’s, encompasses the western, central, and northwestern areas of Spotsylvania County, Virginia.  Demographics for Spotsylvania County include the racial makeup:  67% white, 16% black, 11% Hispanic.  The population is 136, 215 and there are 339 people per square mile.  The county is composed of apartments, subdivisions, small farms, and single- family dwellings. Within the mostly rural area served by our Conference, there are many single- family homes and small farms.  The current number of families receiving food stamps/SNAP in our county is 9,897.  The percentage of residents with income below the poverty level within Spotsylvania County is 7.5%.  The percentage of families living below the poverty level within the St Matthew Church area of the county is even higher, at 8%, therefore pockets of poor exist within Spotsylvania County.  Further evidence of needy families within our conference service area can be seen in the percentages of Free and Reduced Lunches within several public schools.  In all of Spotsylvania County the percentage of Free and Reduced Lunches provided is 40.9%, (according to the Virginia Department of Education Website for 2018).  Post Oak Middle School=50.2%, John J. Wright Technical Center=53.2%, Robert E. Lee elementary=43.9%, Spotsylvania High School=40.9%, and Locust Grove Middle School=50.%.  All of the schools listed are within the Saint Faustina Conference area.  There are 819 households with a single parent within our service area.
There is an increase in calls for assistance this year as Covid 19 causes hardships with employment and families at home trying to make ends meet.
B. Emergency Assistance Fund Management 
a. How are emergency funds being managed?
Emergency funds are on a first come, first served basis, providing the needy with a percentage of the funds needed to pay bills and buy food.  As long as our conference has funding for these requests, the help is given.
b. How do you make the decision to fund an emergency need?
The Home Visitation Committee Chair, the President and the Treasurer confer on these needs and the percentage of assistance is given to cases of great need. Currently the conference is providing $400 for rent and $150 for utilities. This is a small percentage of what is needed in most cases. The family or person making the request for assistance should meet the qualifications for SNAP (monthly income @ $1,500 or below).  Below the poverty level.  In this time of Covid 19 we perform a comprehensive interview(s) on the phone to get to know and understand the need of the family and their situation.
c. What kind of assistance will be provided by the grant funds?
The assistance provided by the Friends of the Poor Grant funds will include rent assistance, utilities assistance, food assistance, prescription costs assistance, and items to fill The Student’s Closet, (snacks, toiletries, clothes to assist poor students that will be first generation college students).
C. Problem - Define the Problem your Conference is having with providing services that your grant will address (see guidelines). Please clearly explain WHY you need the funding. Why should your application be considered over other applications?
There is great need for financial assistance within our conference to include; gas, auto repair, winter coats, hygiene products, a greater portion of rent/utilities payments and financial assistance to families, (many are single parent families), the increased need is Covid 19 related, the percentage of families living below the poverty line, and the numbers of students receiving Free and Reduced Lunches at our schools.  As a conference located in a rural area with pockets of extreme poverty to be served, extra funding will help us reach out and provide assistance to more needy families. Our conference is attempting to break generational poverty that has existed for the past 160 years. 
 Our application, for the Saint Faustina Conference should be considered because our neighborhood needs exceed our current funding to meet the increased demands of lost jobs in already impoverished families.  We are committed to relieving the poverty of our brothers and sisters in our service area and would use the grant funding to serve additional families in need.  Our conference not only serves needy members of our Church family but reaches out to all needy families in central and western Spotsylvania.  Also included is the northeastern corner of Orange County, where we there is great need for food, rent, and utilities assistance. We serve two Catholic Parishes. 
D. Impact – How will the grant help resolve the problem? (see FOP Guidelines & Tips for more details)
Extra funding will help us serve more of the increasing number of needy within our conference.  Extra funding will also help to assist needy people with their rising prescription drug costs especially with the onset of Covid 19 Virus.  Many families are now out of steady work and regular income because of the rise of Covid.  The additional funding will give these needy families hope, heated homes this winter, food that won’t spoil because their refrigerators are powered, and a home to live in as they will not be evicted. Additional funding will help our conference to be able to give more assistance to children of families that are helping themselves with higher education goals to climb out of the cycle of poverty. These are children of very poor families that have excellent grades in high school.  As juniors and seniors they attend a local community college twice a week.  The college tuition is paid by college grants.  Food, hygiene products, and a strong dose of love and encouragement is provided to these children by our conference.
E. Line Item Budget Narrative – Please provide a written narrative in table format specifically showing how the funds will be used. How many total individuals will be impacted by the grant (directly and indirectly)? (see FOP Guidelines & Tips). 
Line Item Budget for St Faustina Conference St Vincent DePaul Society
	Utility Assistance for electric, heating oil/gas, water delinquent bills.  $150 maximum payments will provide help keep refrigerators running to preserve food, provide children with distance learning, and keep an apartment or house warm this winter.  These payments will provide assistance to approximately 10 families and will directly impact some 50 individuals.
	$2,000.00

	Rental Assistance to cover delinquent rent of families where one or both parents have lost their jobs.  Helping to pay these delinquent rental costs will maintain families in their homes and avoid evictions that would otherwise be coming.  $400 maximum payments will help approximately 7 families and directly impact some 35 individuals.
	$2,800.00

	Basic home essentials (prescription medications, personal hygiene products, dish washing soap and clothes detergent) assistance will assist in maintaining the health and dignity of poverty-stricken families.  $40 maximum payments will provide assistance to 5 families and directly impact approximately 25 individuals.
	$200.00

	Total
	$5,000.00


	Sources of Income:

	SVdP Member Donations                                                                                                  6,500

	St Matthew Church Donations                                                                                       10,424.61

	St Patrick Church Donations                                                                                             6,000

	Friends of St Vincent de Paul Donations                                                                      14,396.65

	General Donations/Baby Closet Donations                                                                   1,446.50

	Food Card Sales/Fundraising,/Grant, misc.                                                                   9,341.88

	Total                                                                                                                                  $48,109.64


ANNUAL REPORT REQUIREMENTS:

A. What was your checking account balance at the end of the last fiscal year as reported on the SVdP National Annual Report?   9,306.30   $
B. What is your current checking account balance?         $10,255.05
C. What were the total expenses reported on your last SVdP National Annual report?  $54,984
D. How many active Conference members do you have?    13              New members this year?    7
E. How many home visits (face to face, not at SVdP) were made last fiscal year?    169
F. How many total individuals received support last year?  633
SOURCES OF INCOME: 
Check all that apply and fill in the amount for the last fiscal year. 
Weekly Offering
X



Fiscal Year Total   $        16,424.61
Extra Offering





Fiscal Year Total   $ 
Friends of the Poor® Walk



Fiscal Year Total   $          
Conference Member Donations
X

Fiscal Year Total   $           6,500
Grants

X




Fiscal Year Total   $         1,000
Other Sources: Friends of SVdP, Craft Fair, Donations.Fiscal Year Total   $        24,185.03   
                                                                      
Total Fiscal Year Income $        48,109.64
All questions must be answered or application will NOT be reviewed.






   NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE UNITED STATES


SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL, INC.














National Council of the United States Society of St. Vincent de Paul  •  66 Progress Parkway  

Maryland Heights, MO  •  63043-3706  •  314-576-3993  •  www.svdpusa.org

